
 

Donald Mills Selected for 
Participation in the Delta 
Leadership Institute  
Executive Academy
UWA Small Business Development Center 
Director Donald Mills has been selected 
by Governor Robert Bentley as one of 
five leaders in Alabama to participate in 
the 2012-2013 Delta Leadership Institute 
Executive Academy. The DLI Executive 
Academy is a year-long leadership 
development program sponsored by the 
Delta Regional Authority. Participants 
consist of community leaders from the eight states within  
the Delta Regional Authority’s service area. Only 40 
participants are selected from the 252 counties and  
parishes within the region. 

 Throughout the year the Executive Academy will collaborate 
in the areas of community change, project management, 
leadership training, and quality-of-life issues. DLI Executive 
Academy participants will attend leadership training sessions, 
participate in group activities, serve in leadership roles within 
their respective communities, and strive to enact sustainable 
change within their communities. 

 Mr. Mills has been selected for participation in the Executive 
Academy for the impact he has on small businesses and 
communities throughout the Alabama Black Belt Region. As 
Director of the Small Business Development Center, Mr. Mills 
aids clients with the entire business start-up process, including 
creating business plans, applying for loans, and training on 
business regulations. He also continues to provide advice and 
guidance for his clients through the growth phases of their 
businesses.

SBDC Host Veteran  
Specific Training Program
Two entrepreneurs recently participated 
in the Operation Jumpstart Program 
for Veterans. The veteran-focused 
entrepreneurial training took place from 
July 10 – September 6, 2012. The Operation 
Jumpstart for Veterans encourages veterans 
to turn their business dreams and ideas 
into business realities by training them in 
business concept development, market 
research and analysis, and pricing and 
financial projections. Mr. Donald Mills, 
program facilitator and director of the  

UWA Small Business Development Center, conducted 
recruiting efforts for area veterans through the Veteran  
Affairs offices in Clarke County, Marengo County, and 
Choctaw County. 

 Participants James Daniels and Michael Williams gained 
valuable business skills from the Operation Jumpstart 
Program. Mr. Williams now owns his own contracting 
business. After conducting a feasibility study and preparing a 
business plan through the Operation Jumpstart for Veterans 
Program, Mr. Daniels chose to continue his research and 
further develop his plan before starting his business. He feels 
the Operation Jumpstart for Veterans training has equipped 
him to be 
better prepared 
and therefore 
more successful 
when he does 
choose to start 
his business.
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UWA Awarded WIA Grant for Career 
Pathways Program
The Division of Outreach Services was awarded a grant from 
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community 
Affairs (ADECA) to offer the Career Pathways for Youth 
Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA) Program. As a Workforce 
Investment Act (WIA) Program, the Career Pathways for 
Youth CNA Program targets youth between the ages of 
16 and 21 who are unemployed or underemployed and 
undereducated. The ADECA grant will provide CNA training 
for a total of 48 students who will come from Choctaw, 
Greene, Pickens and Sumter Counties.

 The purpose of the CNA program is to provide training to 
give participants the skills necessary to obtain employment 
as a Certified Nursing Assistant. CNAs aide nurses in caring 
for patients by bathing, dressing, and feeding them, as well 
as taking vital signs and assisting the nurse with observing a 
patient’s physical, mental, and emotional status. CNAs are 
employed in assisted living facilities, hospitals, and home 
health agencies. The CNA training consists of a 6-week 
program in which students combine classroom instruction 
with hands-on clinical experiences in assisted living facilities. 
At the end of the program, participants will take the Alabama 
State Certification Exam in order to become licensed CNAs. 

According to Alabama Governor Robert Bentley, “This 
program is a win-win, for participants and for West Alabama 
health-care providers. Students learn skills to qualify for 
careers in a high-demand profession, and health-care 
providers get a ready pool of qualified workers to provide 
quality patient care at their facilities.” This project is funded 
100% with Federal Funds made available to the State of 
Alabama by the U. S. Department of Labor/Employment and 
Training Administration as the Grantor.

 The Division of Outreach Services began its first CNA class 
in Sumter County August 24, 2012 and graduated eleven 
students on September 24, 2012. These students will go on to 
take their certification exam and begin seeking employment 
as CNA’s. The next class will be held in Pickens County 
with the Aliceville Manor Nursing Home partnering with the 
Division to serve as the clinical site. For more information on 
the CNA program, contact Veronica Triplett at 205-652-3656.

Operation Jumpstart
In April 2012, the University of West Alabama’s Division 
of Outreach Services was awarded a grant from the Delta 
Regional Authority to host the Operation JumpStart Program. 
Operation JumpStart is a ten-week training program designed 
to provide the knowledge and skills necessary for starting and 
maintaining a business. In describing Operation JumpStart, 
Division Director Kenneth Walker stated, “The purpose 
of this program is to help these individuals learn business 
principals, marketing research, and financial analysis as well 
as identify resources to help them start a micro business or a 
small business.”
 The Division of Outreach Services conducted Operation 
JumpStart programs in Selma and Thomasville. A graduation 
ceremony was held for each program in which participants 
were recognized for their achievements in the program.  
During the August 13th graduation ceremony held at the 
Carl C. Morgan Convention Center in Selma, thirteen 
entrepreneurs of the Selma class were recognized by Division 
Director and program facilitator Kenneth Walker, Selma 
Mayor George Evans, Alabama 67th District Representative 
Darrio Milton, and Selma Chamber of Commerce Director 
Sheryl Smedley. Five entrepreneurs were recognized at the 
graduation ceremony at the Thomasville Civic Center on 
September 6th. Thomasville Mayor Honorable Sheldon Day, 
Division Director Kenneth Walker, and SBDC Director and 
program facilitator Donald Mills shared their congratulations 
and remarks with the entrepreneurs. 
 As a result of these Operation JumpStart Programs there 
are at least five new business start-ups. Many of the eighteen 
participants were small business owners prior to the program 
and have utilized the lessons learned from Operation 
JumpStart to expand or strengthen their current operations. 


